Decision No. C02-978

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 02S-315EG
IN THE MATTER OF THE INVESTIGATION AND SUSPENSION OF TARIFF SHEETS FILED BY PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO ADVICE LETTER NO. 1373 - ELECTRIC, ADVICE LETTER NO. 593 - GAS, AND ADVICE LETTER NO. 80 - STEAM.

order establishing NEW procedural schedule 

Mailed Date:  September 4, 2002

Adopted Date:  August 28, 2002

I.
BY THE COMMISSION

Statement, Findings, and Conclusions 

1. The Commission previously vacated the existing procedural schedule in Decision No. C02-929 based on a joint motion filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service), the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC), and Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff).  On August 28, 2002, we held a second prehearing conference to establish a new schedule.  At the hearing, Public Service, OCC, and Staff proposed a new schedule, and no party objected to that proposal.

2. Based on the agreement of the parties we now adopt the following procedural schedule for this case:  (A) Answer Testimony shall be filed by November 22, 2002; (B) Rebuttal and Cross-Answer Testimony shall be filed by January 24, 2003.  (C) All pre-trial motions, corrections to testimony, estimates of cross-examination times, an agreed upon order of witnesses, and the agreed-upon manner of marking testimony and exhibits shall be filed by February 18, 2003.  (D) Hearings shall be held from February 24 through 28, 2003 and March 3 through 7, 2003.  Pretrial motions will be ruled upon prior to commencement of the evidentiary hearings on February 24, 2003 at 8:00 a.m.  The hearing will begin immediately following the ruling on pretrial motions.  (E) Statements of Position shall be filed on March 21, 2003 (unless modified by the Commission).  (F) Technical conferences for the Commission Advisors regarding Public Service’s and other parties' financial models shall be held on January 14 and 15, 2003 and March 27 and 28, 2003, before an Administrative Law Judge.

3. Cut-off dates for discovery and audit requests shall be:  November 22, 2002 for any requests relating to Public Service's direct testimony and exhibits; January 24, 2003 for any requests relating to answer testimony and exhibits; and February 10, 2003 for any requests relating to rebuttal and cross-answer testimony and exhibits.  Responses to discovery requests concerning Rebuttal and Cross-answer shall be due seven days after service of those requests.  No discovery shall be submitted during the period of December 10, 2002 to January 1, 2003.
  

4. All audit disputes (e.g., motions to compel) shall be resolved by an Administrative Law Judge.  

Ii.
ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

5. The procedural schedule discussed above is adopted:  Answer Testimony shall be filed on or before November 22, 2002.  Rebuttal and Cross-Answer Testimony shall be filed on or before January 24, 2003.  All pre-trial motions, corrections to testimony, estimates of cross-examination times, and an agreed upon order of witnesses and marking of testimony and exhibits shall be filed by February 18, 2003. 

The following cut-off dates for discovery and audit requests shall apply:  November 22, 2002 for any requests relating to Public Service's direct testimony and exhibits; January 24, 2003 for any requests relating to answer testimony and exhibits; and February 10, 2003 for any requests relating to Rebuttal and Cross-Answer Testimony and exhibits.  Responses to discovery requests concerning Rebuttal and Cross-Answer Testimony shall be due seven days after service of those 

requests.  No discovery shall be submitted during the period December 10, 2002 to January 1, 2003.  All audit disputes shall be resolved by an Administrative Law Judge.

6. Hearings shall be conducted in this matter at the following times and dates:

DATE:
February 24, 2003

TIME:
8:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A

Office Level 2 (OL2)

Logan Tower

1580 Logan Street

Denver, Colorado

Hearings will continue as necessary from February 25 through 28 and March 3 through 7, 2003 commencing at 8:30 a.m. each day.  The Commission will rule on pretrial motions (filed on February 18, 2003) prior to taking testimony from the first witness on February 24, 2003 at 8:00 a.m.  Statements of Position shall be due on March 21, 2003 (subject to modification by the Commission).  The Commission (through an Administrative Law Judge) shall conduct technical conferences for the Commission Advisors regarding the financial models offered by any party on January 14 and 15, 2003, and March 27 and 28, 2003.  The technical conferences shall be conducted at the above-cited Commission hearing room, and shall commence at 9:00 a.m.

7. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ PREHEARING CONFERENCE
August 28, 2002.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
________________________________
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________________________________



JIM DYER
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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� The parties state that they understand all responses to discovery served on or before December 9, 2002 shall be due within ten calendar days.
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