Decision No. R01-1200-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99P-274G

in the matter of the application of citizens utilities company’s gas purchase plan for the period July 1, 1999 through june 30, 2000.

interim order of
administrative law judge
dale e. isley
granting joint motion
to modify procedural schedule

Mailed Date:  November 21, 2001

I.
STATEMENT

A. On November 20, 2001, Citizens Utilities Company and the Staff of the Public Utilities Commission (“Staff”) filed their Joint Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule and Request for Waiver of Response Time (“Motion”) in the captioned proceeding.

B. The Motion indicates that the parties have reached an agreement in principle for the settlement of this matter.  It proposes that the procedural schedule established by Decision No. R01-849-I be modified by vacating the November 20, 2001, filing deadline for Staff’s rebuttal testimony in order to facilitate the preparation and filing of a stipulation of settlement.  It further requests that the parties be granted until December 5, 2001, to either file such a stipulation or, in the event settlement is not achieved, propose a revised procedural schedule.  Since all parties to this proceeding have joined in the Motion, it also requests that the response time thereto be waived.

C. The Commission favors negotiated settlements of contested proceedings.  As a result, and since all parties to this proceeding have joined in the Motion, it will be granted.

D. This matter is currently scheduled for hearing on December 11, 2001.  That hearing date will be preserved for the purpose of receiving testimony in support of any stipulation filed on December 5, 2001. 

II.
Order

A.
It Is Ordered That:

1.
The Joint Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule and Request for Waiver of Response Time filed by Citizens Utilities Company and the Staff of the Public Utilities Commission is granted.

2.
The November 20, 2001, deadline established by Decision No. R01-849-I for the filing of rebuttal testimony by the Staff of the Public Utilities Commission is vacated.

3.
On or before December 5, 2001, Citizens Utilities Company and the Staff of the Public Utilities Commission shall jointly file either a stipulation resolving all issues that were or could have been contested in this docket or a proposed revised procedural schedule that facilitates the prompt resolution of this proceeding.

1. This hearing of this matter, currently scheduled for December 11, 2001, will be preserved for the purpose of receiving testimony in support of any stipulation filed on December 5, 2001.  

2. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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