Decision No. R01-1053-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 01S-318T

re:  the investigation and suspension of tariff sheets filed by nucla-naturita telephone company with advice letter no. 70.

interim order of
administrative law judge
dale e. isley 
modifying procedures

Mailed Date:  October 15, 2001

I.
statement

A. On July 1, 2001, Nucla-Naturita Telephone Company (“Nucla-Naturita”) filed Advice Letter No. 70 with the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”).  On July 27, 2001, the Commission issued its Decision No. C01-776, Order Suspending Effective Date of Tariffs and Notice of Hearing (“Suspension Order”), in this matter.  Among other things, the Suspension Order set the matter for hearing on November 16, 2001.

B. Interventions have been filed in this proceeding by the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Staff”) and by the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel.

C. By Decision No. R01-969-I, the deadlines established by the Suspension Order for the filing of exhibits and written testimony were extended for all parties in order to facilitate settlement discussions.  Pursuant to that decision, the written testimony and exhibits of Nucla-Naturita were due to be filed on or before October 5, 2001.

D. A review of the Commission’s file in this matter reveals that Nucla-Naturita has yet to file its written testimony and exhibits.  Nor has it filed a request for a further extension of its testimony/exhibits filing deadline.

E. On October 9, 2001, Staff’s counsel advised the undersigned that the parties continue to be engaged in settlement discussions.

F. As a result of the approaching hearing date, the parties will be granted until October 26, 2001, to file either a stipulation containing proposed terms of settlement of this matter or for Nucla-Naturita to file its testimony/exhibits.  In the event one or the other such filing is not timely made or the procedural schedule in this matter is not further extended upon motion establishing good cause, this proceeding may be dismissed and the rates proposed by Advice Letter No. 70 permanently suspended.         

II.
Order

G. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Nucla-Naturita Telephone Company shall file with the Commission an original and three copies of its exhibits and direct testimony, and shall effect proper service of the same on or before October 26, 2001; or, in the alternative, Nucla-Naturita Telephone Company, the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel shall file with the Commission a stipulation containing proposed terms of settlement of this matter on or before that date.

2. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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