Decision No. C01-1290

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 01A-518E

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF tri-state generation and transmission association, inc., FOR (A) A DEclaratory ruling THAT NO CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY IS required for tri-state’s N. YUMA-RED WILLOW 115kv transmission line project, OR (b) if said ruling is to the contrary, A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY authorizing THE N. YUMA-RED WILLOW 115kv transmission line project.

DECISION APPROVING REQUEST FOR
DECLARATORY RULING 

Mailed Date:  December 21, 2001

Adopted Date:  December 19, 2001

I.
BY THE COMMISSION

Statement

1. On November 7, 2001, Applicant Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (“Tri-State”), filed an application for a declaratory ruling that no certificate of public convenience and necessity (“CPCN”) is required, or in the alternative, for a CPCN to construct a 115 kV transmission line from Tri-State’s North Yuma (“N. Yuma”) Substation to Red Willow Substation (“project”).  In support of its request for a declaratory ruling that no CPCN is required for this Project, the Applicant states that construction of this Project would reconductor 5.02 miles of an existing 4/0 conductor with a 477 kcmil(Hawk)acsr at a design temperature of 100 degrees celsius to ensure voltages and mitigate single contigency overloading problems.  Power flow studies show that an outage of the Sandhills-Wray 115kV line loads the N. Yuma-Red Willow 115 kV line 102 percent of its 47MVA rating.  In addition, the N. Yuma-Wray 230kV line outage and the Wray 230-115kV transformer outage loads the line 97 through 98 percent of its rating.  The reconductor will raise the thermal rating from 47MVA to 125MVA.

2. This construction project involves the reconductoring of approximately 5 miles of a 115 kV transmission line from the N. Yuma Substation to the Red Wing Substation with minor modifications of the Substations.  The transmission line will be reconductored using the existing poles with 477 kcmil acsr (Hawk) rated at 125 MMVA of capacity.  The estimated total project cost will not exceed $571,000.  The proposed reconductoring will replace an existing 4/0 conductor rated at 47 MVA of capacity.    

3. Under § 40-5-102, C.R.S., a public utility is required to obtain a CPCN from the Commission before it begins construction of a new facility, plant, system, or of any extension of its facility, plant, or system.  However, the statute exempts from CPCN requirements extensions necessary in the ordinary course of business.

4. The application states that the Commisssion should determine; a) if the reconductoring of this transmission line is undertaken in the ordinary course of business and is not subject to CPCN requirements; or b) if a CPCN is required.  
II.
FINDINGS

A. A CPCN is not Required

1.
Based on the information submitted by Tri-State, the Commission concludes that reconductoring of the N. Yuma-Red Willow 115 kV transmission line is necessary.  This finding is supported by power flow studies showing that the existing conductor overloads with an outage of the Sand Hills-Wray 115 kV line.  In addition, as the load grows in the future, the overloads will get worse. 

2.
The construction of this project only entails replacing the existing conductor with a larger one using the existing structures.  Due to this unobstrusive construction and apparent minor disturbance to the affected area, this appears as a maintenance type of activity consistent with ordinary course of business.  Therefore, a CPCN is not required. 

B. A Hearing is Not Required

5. The Commission issued notice of the filing on November 9, 2001.  To date, there has been no intervention on the filing.

6. The Commission finds the information submitted by the Applicant is complete and is sufficient to determine, without a hearing, a ruling that a CPCN is not required.  

III.
ordeR

A.
The Commission Orders That:

7. The request, filed by Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc., for a declaratory ruling that no certificate of public convenience and necessity is required to reconductor a 115 kV transmission line from Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.’s North Yuma Substation to Red Willow Substation, is deemed complete and approved.

8. A certificate of public convenience and necessity is not required.

9. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
 

December 19, 2001.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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_______________________________
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_______________________________



JIM DYER
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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