Decision No. C01-1013

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO.  01L-419G 

in the matter of the application of PEOPLES NATURAL GAS COMPANY, DIVISION OF UTILICORP UNITED INC., FOR approval of a tariff change regarding transportation service on less than statutory notice.

commission order authorizing tariff change on less-than-statutory notice

Mailed Date:  September 28, 2001

Adopted Date:  September 26, 2001

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statements

1. On September 17, 2001, Peoples Natural Gas Company, a Division of UtiliCorp United Inc. (“Applicant” or “Peoples”), filed a verified application.  Applicant seeks a Commission order authorizing it, without formal hearing and on less-than-statutory notice, to place into effect on October 1, 2001, tariff language regarding transportation service.

2. The proposed tariffs are attached to the application and affect Applicant's customers in, and in the vicinity of, Arriba, Bethune, Black Forest, Burlington, Cascade, Castle Rock, Cheyenne Wells, Chipita Park, Elizabeth, Flagler, Fountain, Franktown, Genoa, Glen Eagle, Green Mountain Falls, Hugo, Joes, Kiowa, Kirk, Limon, Monument, Palmer Lake, Perry Park, Seibert, Stratton, Vona, Widefield, Woodland Park, Woodmoor, and Yuma, Colorado.

3. This application for authority to change tariff on less-than-statutory notice is made under § 40-3-104(2), C.R.S., and Rule 41.5, the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.

B. Findings of Fact

1. Applicant is an operating public utility subject to the jurisdiction of this Commission and is engaged, inter alia, in the purchase, distribution, transportation, and sale of natural gas for domestic, mechanical, or public uses in its Central and Northeast rate areas in the State of Colorado.

2. The purpose of the tariff language change is to require nomination on the Company’s internet-enabled electronic bulletin board, Gas Track Online (“GTO”).

3. Applicant anticipates that the tariff change will allow Peoples to be consistent with the guidelines of the Gas Industry Standard Board (“GISB”).  The GISB’s guidelines have been in existence since August 23, 1999.

4. Applicant further anticipates that the tariff change will modernize the nomination process by allowing transportation customers to inform the Company of the volumes to be transported by receipt points and delivery points via the GTO.  The GTO has been in operation since August 1999.

5. The filing of this application was brought to the attention of Applicant’s affected customers by publication in The Gazette, a local newspaper in the area affected.

6. Good cause marginally exists for the Commission to allow the proposed increases on less-than-statutory notice.

II.
ORDER

C. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application filed by Peoples Natural Gas Company, a Division of UtiliCorp United Inc., for authority to change tariff language on less-than-statutory notice is granted.

2. Peoples Natural Gas Company, a Division of UtiliCorp United Inc., is authorized to file, on not less than one day’s notice, the tariffs attached as Appendix A and made a part of this Order.  These tariffs shall be effective for actual gas sales on or after their effective date of October 1, 2001.

3. Peoples Natural Gas Company, a Division of UtiliCorp United Inc., is strongly advised to file future proposed tariff language changes on statutory notice as an advice letter.

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

D. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
September 26, 2001.
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