
Decision No. C00-1399

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99S-609G

THE INVESTIGATION AND SUSPENSION OF TARIFF SHEETS FILED BY PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO WITH ADVICE NO. 558-GAS.

DECISION SETTING BRIEFING SCHEDULE

Mailed Date:  December 11, 2000

Adopted Date:  December 6, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for further consideration of Public Service Company of Colorado’s (“PSCo”) motion to reopen this docket.  Decision No. C00-801 completed this docket with the Commission’s acceptance of the parties’ stipulation and settlement regarding the allocation of PSCo’s gas sales and transportation services costs among its various customer classes.  PSCo recently moved to reopen the matter to resolve a dispute among the parties “concerning the appropriate allocation methodology applicable to the costs underlying the gas balancing charges to be reflected in Public Service’s Gas Cost Adjustment (“GCA”) tariff.”

2. The Commission granted the motion to reopen and directed the parties to inform the Commission of how each wished to proceed.  PSCo, the Office of Consumer Counsel, Commission Staff, and the Multiple Intervenors responded.  No party requested an evidentiary hearing as the primary approach in resolving this matter.  All parties asked to submit briefs.  The Multiple Intervenors also asked that the Commission sponsor settlement discussions, and PSCo suggested that a hearing might become necessary, but that briefs should be the first option.  

3. We agree that a briefing schedule should be established.  While the parties may continue, and are encouraged to move forward with, any settlement discussions, the Commission need not be involved.  Briefs will be due from all parties simultaneously with simultaneous response briefs at a later date.  

II. ORDER

B. The Commission Orders That:

1. Any party wishing to file an opening brief concerning the appropriate allocation methodology applicable to the costs underlying the gas balancing charges to be reflected in Public Service Company of Colorado’s Gas Cost Adjustment tariff may do so on or before January 24, 2001.

2. Response briefs may be filed on or before February 7, 2001.  

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.  

C. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
December 6, 2000.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
________________________________



POLLY PAGE
________________________________


Commissioners

COMMISSIONER ROBERT J. HIX ABSENT.
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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