Decision No. C97-81

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 96R-089G

IN THE MATTER OF THE PROPOSED RULES REGARDING THE GAS COST ADJUSTMENTS AND A PROPOSED REVISION TO THE EXISTING RULES FOR GAS UTILITIES FOUND AT 4 CCR 723-4.
procedural order

Mailed Date:  January 24, 1997

Adopted Date:  January 22, 1997

I. by the commission

A. Statement

1. In Decision No. C96-1338, adopted on December 18, 1996, the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) gave supplemental notice of the proposed rulemaking to: 1) establish Gas Cost Adjustment (“GCA”) Rules to be found at 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-8; and 2) revise Rule 10 of the existing Rules for Gas Utilities found at 4 CCR 723-4.  

2. In addition to seeking comments from interested parties concerning the aforementioned Rules, Decision No. C96-1338 also referenced several policy matters the Commission seeks to address.  They include:  1) whether the GCA mechanism provides a disincentive for gas utilities to acquire diversified gas supply portfolios which may be less sensitive to gas commodity market price volatility; 2) whether the GCA mechanism should be maintained in light of the potential for local distribution service unbundling and retail natural gas supply competition; 3) recommendations for possible performance based regulation mechanisms of local distribution companies that may be used in lieu of, or in addition to, the GCA; and 4) whether the Commission should initiate formal action to eliminate the GCA mechanism in its entirety.

3. Pursuant to Decision No. C96-1338, a hearing will be held on February 14, 1997, to consider the above referenced rules.  This decision provides guidance concerning the procedural format to be followed at this hearing.

4. Those parties seeking to provide oral comments to the Commission will be allowed a ten-minute period to provide an initial opening statement concerning the issues addressed in Decision No. C96-1338.

5. Following initial opening statements, the Commis-sion will conduct a round-table discussion designed to allow parties to respond to Commission questions in the most efficient manner possible.  Note that this round-table discussion will be conducted in a controlled manner in order to facilitate the creation of an accurate formal transcript.

II. ORDER
A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The above referenced procedural format shall be followed at the February 14, 1997 hearing concerning the proposed rulemaking to:  1) establish Gas Cost Adjustment Rules to be found at 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-8; and 2) revise Rule 10 of the existing Rules for Gas Utilities found at 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-4.

2. Hearing on the proposed rules and all other matters raised by the Commission in Decision No. C96-1338, shall be held before the Commission as follows:

DATE:
February 14, 1997

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A

Office Level 2 (OL2)

Logan Tower

1580 Logan Street

Denver, Colorado

3. If additional hearing dates are required, those dates shall be set at the conclusion of the proceedings on February 14, 1997. 

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING, January 22. 1997.
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