
(Dec is ion  No, 74766)  

B E F O R E  THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
O F  THE STATE OF COLORADO 

I N  THE M A T T E R O F  THC RULES 06 THE ) 
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE ) CASE N O ,  5322 
STATE O F  COLORADO REGULATING T H E  ) s u PPI~-CF~TN~KTORDE R --. .----.------ - .- 
SERVICE O F  bIATCR UTILITIES WITIIIM ) 
THC STATE O F  COLOT\C\UO, 
- w  - > * a , -  " - 

Appearances Fred I., W i  t s e l  1 , Esq, , 
Denver, Colorado, 
and 

H, M, Ednionds, 
Denver, Colorado, f o r  
Pub l i c  Se rv i ce  Company o f  Colorado; 

li, A ,  G a l l i g a n ,  J r , ,  Esq,, 
Oenver, Colorado, 
f o r  t he  S t a f f  of- t he  Commission, 

S T A T E M E N T  .-.---. .-* -,.--.---...-.- 

111  the  above nutnbel-ed Case by Uecl:sion No, 68573 of  Noverilber 2 5 ,  

1 9 6 6 ,  t .h i  s  Cor-ilmics ion p r e sc r i bed  "Rules Regulat ing the  Scrvi  ce o f  Water 

U t i l i t i e s " ,  Salcl Rulec became e f f e c t i v e  January 1 ,  1967, 

The Cclmriiission i s sued  a "Not ice  of Hearing'! t.o a31 i n t e r e s t e d  

p a r t i e s  i n  Case No, 5322 on February 2 5 ,  7970, s i g n i f y i n g  i t s  interit .  of re  

v;s ing Rule 1 I, "r4eter Ren t a l s ,  and Customers V l e p o s i  t s ' \  The hear ing  i n  

r egard  t o  the  r ev i s i on  o f  Rule 11 was s e t  f o r  Thursday, April  16 ,  1970, 

a t  10 o@cloci< a,in,, , it1 t h e  Hearing Room of  the  Commission, 1845 Sherinarl 

S t r e e t ,  Denver, Colorado. Transmi t.ted wi th  t h e  Notice of Hearing t o  a1 l  t h e  

p a r t i e s  was a copy of proposed Rule 1 1  showing the changes t o  be consideri:d 

a t  t he  hea r i  ng. I n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  were i n v i t e d  t o  rnake sugges t ions  , changes 

or r e v i s i o n s  i n  s a i d  proposed Rule o r  t o  f i l e  an a p p r o p r i a t e  p lead ing  t o  he.  

come a p a r t y  t o  t h e  proceeding on o r  be fo r e  March 31, 1970, 

Pub? i c S e r v i c e  Company o f  Colorado en t e r ed  an appearance a t  the  

hear ing .  The m a t t e r  o f  t h e  proposed change i n  Rule 1 1 ,  i n  Case 5322,  was 



consolidated f o r  hearing with Case 5320 ( E l e c t r i c  Rules) ,  Case 5321 (Gas 

Rules) ,  Case 5323 (Telephone Rules) ,  and the  hearing was held a t  the 

scheduled time and place,  A t  the conclusion of the hearing, the matters 

were taken under advisement, 

Testimony was heard on behalf of the S t a f f  and the intervenor 

i n  regard to  the proposed Rule change, 

FINDINGS O F  FACT --. -. -. *.. .. --. -- --.-- -- 

T H E  COMMlSSION FINDS: ------- -- -- - - -- -* .- 
T h a t  the Com~nission has ju r i sd ic t ion  of the i n s t a n t  matter 

T h a t  t-he Co~~~miss ion i s  fu!ly advised i n  the premises, 

T h a t  Rule 11 , ['Mei.er Rentals ,  and CusJ.oniers" Deposi t s '> t~o~r l  t i  h c  

rev~seci  as s e t  for th  Zn the Order to  follow, 

O R U E R  ---.....--..- --" 

THL COMMISSION O R U E R S  , -.-.------- - .- .*.. " - ---a 

That Rule 1 1  , "Meter Rentals ,  and Customers V e p o s i  t s "  of the 

!?tiles Regri!at'ng the Service of Water U t i l i t i e s  i s  amended t o  read as follows 

"Rule 11 , Mete. Rentals and C u s t o m e ~ s ~ e p o s ~ t s  -. - . . .- --- - -.- "*. 7.- --" *-"---- --*.-.- *---. .- - 
Ncter Rerltals and Cus tomcrs Ueposi Cs. . - ( a )  No mete. 

rc11ita1, as l i~s t i r lguishea  from a rrl"limum charge f o r  servic i? ,  
sna l l  char-ged by any u t i l i t y  f o r  any service  riietet- i n  
s l a l l t i c ~  by 1 4  f o r  mi?asupc.~i?ent-c upon wh;ch b i l l s  are reridercd: 
I ~ Y - C ) V I  at". ~ o w I . > v ~ * ,  t . f ) ~ \ t  i tl c a s c i  whey-e s c r v i  ce nle t.ers a r e  
used as sub ~iieterc. to  a main meler; a  rental  chargt:! for- 
such ".rib nlcter iitay be es tabl i shed i*ii t h  the approval of t h i s  
Coriirnission, The u t i  1 i l-y sha l l  keep srlch s r ~ b  riieters i t i  good 
opera"i.irlg c o ~ l u i t i o n ,  b u t  w i l l  tlol be reqtiired to keep a 
recoi-u of the mot'lt illy read; rtgs of these mebers, Sub-meter; ng 
f o r  r c sa le  by a customer, o the r  than another u t i l  j ty  o r  a 
cooperat ive,  i s  probi b i  ted 

( b )  Any ut-i ' l i ty  rlldy require a t  any time from any cus -  
tomer o r  prospective customer a cash depos ; t S ntended to  
guararttee paymet~t of current  b i ?  1s ; such required deposi t  
sha l l  rlot exceed the aniount of an estimateu ninety days' bi 11 
of such customer, o r ,  i n  the  case of a  cus tomew wltose b i  11s 
a re  payable i r t  aclvarice, i t  sna l l  not exceed an estimated 
s i x t y  daysn b i l l  fo r  such customer, except t h a t  i n  the event 
an extension of l ines  and f a c i l i t i e s  i s  required t o  furnish  
such prospective customer with se rv ice ,  the deposi t  may be 
the  amount- of the  estimated b i l l  f o r  a  longer period i f  so 
spec i f i eu  i n  the provisions o f  the extension policy of the 
u t i l i t y .  Simple i n t e r e s t  sha l l  be paid by the u t i l i t y  upon 
sucn deposi ts  a t  the r a t e  of  seven percent per annum, payable 



up011 t11e return of the deposi t ,  o r  annually upon request 
of the  customer, f o r  the time such deposi t  was held by the 
u t i l i t y  anu the  custo~ner was served by the  u t i l i t y ,  unless 
such pcriou be l e s s  than s i x  months, I n t e r e s t  payments 
may, a t  the  option of the u t i l i t y ,  be made e i t h e r  in cash 
o r  by a creui t t o  the  customerk account., In computing 
i n t e r e s t ,  no conriderat ion need be given to f r ac t iona l  
par ts  of montns,, 

( c )  tach u t i  1 i ty having on hand such deposi ts  f  ron~ 
cus torners , o r  he rea f t e r  rectli vi rig sucrl deposi t s  from cus 
tor11et.s siial 1 keep records to  show: 

( 1 )  the nanie of each customer making a  deposi t ;  

(2) the prenlises occupied by the custorner when 
making tile deposi t ,  and each successive prernise 
occupi ea w h j  l e  the uepos i t  i s  retained by the 
u t i l i t y ;  

( 3 )  the arrtount and date o f  making the deposi t ; 
ailu 

(4) a  record of  each t r ansac t ion ,  such as the pay 
nierlt of i n t e r e s t ,  i n t e r e s t  creoi tcd, e t c , ,  coricernit~g 
such oeposi t ,  

jd) tach u t i l i t y  sha l l  issue to every custo~rier from wliorn 
such dtlposi t i s  receivecl a cer t - i f ica  te of dcposi t 

j e )  tactl u t i  1 i  ty s h a l l  provide ways and mean: whereby a  
cieposl t o r  who i~iakes a p p l  i ca t i  o ~ i  for  t he  pet u r n  of I?i s deposi t 
o t .  ar~y bala~ice  to  wl~ich he i s  e t ~ t i t l e d ,  but i s  unable t o  procurt 
the o r i g i ~ l a l  ce t - t i f i ca le  of deposi t .  niay na t ,  upon reasorlablc 
proof ,  be ueprived of his depoc-it o r  ba1allct-l 

i f )  tach u t i l i r y  sha l l  f i l e  as par t  of i t s  t a r i f f s  a  b r ~ c f  
jtateeinettt: s e t t i n g  fo r th  i t s  deposit- requi rerrient pol icy,  expl a 7 n  

i r r c j  uncicp igha t ci rcumc tarlcr? a dcposi t stla1 1 be requi red alld 
whcu skich di~pos i t shal  he re turned, '' 

txcept  as niodifieu he re in ,  Decision No, 68573 sha l l  remain in 

f u l l  force  and e f f e c t ,  

T h a t  cacfl u t i l i t y  shal'! f i l e  w i t h  t.he Commission: as a  pa r t  o f  

i t s  t a r i f f s ,  orr o r  before July I ,  1970, the pol icy ar; requi red i n  par t  ( f )  

above, 

That Rule 17 s l ~ a l l  become e f f e c t i v e  on  J u l y  1 ,  1970, 



T h a t  ttii s  O r d e r  s h a l l  become e f f e c t i v e  f o r t h w i  t h ,  

( S  t' A I - )  TI-IE PUBLIC U T I L I T I E S  COMMISSION 
OF Tt lE STATE OF COLORAUO 

HENRY E, ZARL EMGO 

HOWARU S, UJELLANU 

COl4MISSI ONER tllWIPJ R, LUNUUORG NtCCSSARl l v 
AUStNT ANu idOT PART1 CT RATING. 

U a t e d  a t  Uenver ,  C o l o r a d o ,  t h i s  
22nd uay o f  A p r i l ,  1970,. 

v  r 

ilarvy A,  G a l l i g a ~ l ,  ~ . r ,  , S e c r e t a r y  


