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(Decision No. 45970) 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC TJrILITIES C<HIISSION 
OF TBE STATE OP COLO.RADO 

*** 
IR' THE MA.T'mR OF THE AP.PLICATION OF )) 
TBE ATCHISON 1 TOPEKA ADD SANTA FE 
RAILW~Y C<MPANY1 DDVER, COLORADO, ) 
FOR PERMISSION TO DISCONTINUE ITS ) APPLICATION NO. 14272-Ame:cded 
PASSENGER TBAINS Na3 • 223-102 AND ) 
101-224 BE'IWEEN LA JUNTA AND DENVBR,) 
COLO.RADO. ) 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - } 

June ll, 1956 

Appearances: Grant, Shafroth, Toll and 
Mcllendrie, Esqs. , Denver, 
Colorado, for .Applicant; 

Dallas L. Cook, Denver, Colo­
rado, for Denver Chamber of 
Camnerce; 

By the Commission: 

Lowe p. Siddons, Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, for Holly Sugar 
Campany, Colorado Springs 
Chamber of Camnerce; 

E. A. Pemberton, P1Jeblo, Colorado, 
for Pueblo Chamber of Commerce; 

w. E. Skinner, Pueblo, Colorado, 
for Brotherhood of Railway 
Trainmen; 

Paul F. Potter, .Amarillo, Texas, 
for Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Engineers; 

H. R. Taylor, .Amarillo, Texas, 
for Brotherhood of Railway 
Conductors; 

Ted Buckstein, Pueblo, Colorado, 
for Pueblo Manufacturers and 
Distributors Division of 
Pueblo Chamber of Commerce; 

John L. McNeill, Denver, Colorado, 
for the Commission. 

STATEMENT 

By the instant application, The Atchison, Topeka and 

Santa Fe Railway Company seeks authority to discontinue operation 

of Passenger Trains Nos. 223-102 and 101-224, between Denver, 

Colorado, and IA Junta, Colorado. 

The application discloses that applicant also operates 

Passenger Trains Nos. 13-130 and 141-14, between the same points. 
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If this application is granted, applicant's Trains 

Nos. 13-130 a.Di 141-J.4 will be re-sc)+eduled, so that all con-

nections at La Junta, in all directions, vill be to Trains Nos. 

19 a.Di 20, one of the Santa Fe's better trains, using lighter 

equipment, with better accommodations than Trains No&. 123 and 124. 

!l!brough pnllme.n an:l chair cars will be provided, which will move 

from Denver to La J'unta on Train No. 141-14, and thence east or 

west on Trains Nos. 19 am 20, a.Di those which will come into 

La Junta from the east and west on Trains Nos. 19 a.Ill 20 will be 

transferred at La Junta to Trains Nos. 13 a.Di 130 for mo"VeDl.ent to 

Denver, so that passengers will no longer need to change cars·at 

La .run.ta, Colorado. 

The above application, a.:f'ter numerous protests were 

received, was set for formal hearing, at the Court House, Pueblo, 

Colorado, on Tuesday, May 29, 1956, a.Ill at the conclusion of the 

taking of evidence, the matter was taken under advisement. 

On bebalf of applicant, the evidence disclosed that 

applicant is presently operating Trains Nos. 223 and 102 am. 

101-224, which operate daily between La Jtmta and Denver, a.Di 

also operates Passenger Trains Nos. 13-130 and 141-14 between the 

same points. The present schedules for applicant's trains between 

these points are as follows: 

NORTHBOUND SOUTllBOURD 
No. 13-130 No. 223-!02 Station ND. n>1-~Ji No. !4!-!Ji 

6:30 PM 8:10 AM LV La.runt& AR 10:05 Hi 4:30 AM 
s8:17 AM Swink 

s6:42 FM s8:28 AM Rocq Fo:rd. s9:34 PM s3:35 .AM 
s8:37 AM Manzanola f3:22 AM 
s8:50 AM :rov+er s3:12 AM 
f9:o8 AM Boone 
&9:16 AM AvoD!al.e 
f9:22 .AM Devine 

s7:35 HI s9:35 AM Pueblo s8:35 Pm s2:05 AK 
cl0:19 AM Fo'tmtain f7:59 PM 

s8:46 PM sl0:45 AM Colorado Springs s7:45 HI sl:l5 AM 
cll:l5 AM Monument c7:13 PM 
f'l.1:22 AM Palmer Lake c7:o8 HI 
fll:32 .AM Larkspur f6:55 HI 
cll:42 AM Castle Rock t6:43 PM 
cll:51 AM Sedalia c6:32 HI 
f'l.2:07 PM Littleton c6:18 FM 
c12:11 HI Englewood 

10:30 HI 12:30 PM Ar Denver Lv 6:00 PM 11:30 HI 
s - denotes reguI&r stop f - denotes f'i8li stop c - denOtes cOiiditiODal 
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Applicant proposes to institute the following service, 

if Trains Nos. 223-102 and 101-224 are discontinued: 

NORTHBOUND SOUl'HBOUND 
No. 13-130 STATION No. 141-14 3: 00 AM Lv'"""ta--=Jun,,_...t_a ______ _,Ar,__ 9: 3o FM 

s3:07 AM Swink 9:10 PM 
s3:20 AM Rocky Ford a8:56 PM 
f'3: 31 AM Manzanola f8: 47 PM 
f3:45 AM :rowler :f'8:37 PM 
f4:07 AM Boone 8:20 HI 
f4:15 AM Avomale s8:15 PM 
f4: 22 AM Devine 8: 01 PM 
s4:4o AM Pueblo s7:50 PM 

5:31 .AM Folmtain f7:14 PM 
s6:00 .AM Colorado Springs s7:00 PM 
6:36 AM Monument 6:27 FM 

:r6:43 AM PalJDer Lake 6:21 PM 
f6:54 AM Larkspur f'6:o6 PM 
7:05 AM Castle Rock f5:52 PM 
7:14 AM Sedalia 5:42 PM 

f7:32 AM Littleton 5:22 PM. 
1.: 36 AM Englewood 5: 18 PM 
8:00 AM Ar Denver Lv 5:00 H4 

s - denotes regular stop. 
f - denotes f'1ag stop. 

No. 13-130 stops any station La. Junta to Denver to dis­
charge passengers from beycmd La. Junta. 

No. 141-14 stops any station Denver to La. Junta to 
receive passengers for beyoni La Junta; 
aIJd discharge passengers from Denver aIJd 
beyond. 

- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --
WES'l!BOUND EAS'l!BOUID 

No.19 No.17 No.21 No.123 Station io.B' No.22 No.124 iiO:I8 Ifo.20 
9:00AM 7:00PM 5:45Pi 12:0J.H.i tv chlcago,Ar 4:30AR 7:15~ 12:30HI 3:30HI 
'. _ Ill • 

. 4:30H4 2:45AM 1:15AM 9:30PM Lv Kans.CityLv6:00Hlll:20H4 6:30AM 4:50AM 7:45AM 
' )lo. 

7:30PM 5:50AM 4:15.AM 2:10AM Lv Newton,Ks.Iv3:25PM 8:05PM2:25AM 1:35AK 4:20AM 

11:50Pii 9:50AR 8:15AM 8:o5AM Lv LiJUlliA Lv 7:30Ak 1:55PM6:35PM 7:30Pk 10:10!i 
COLO 

7:10AM 5:45PM 3:55PM 5:10PM Lv Albuquer-LV9:25PM 6:55AlllD:20AMl2:25HI 3:20PM 
que 

10:30Hl 8:30AM 7:15AM ll:55AM Ar LosAng- Lv.12aAM 1:30PM 1:15PM 7:00PM lO:OOBI 
eles 

App1icant further contems that in recent years, passenger business 

hau:l.led by applicant's trains between Denver aIJd La Jtmta bas declined 

to the point where continuance of two trains each da_y in each direction 

is no longer justified -- in fact, the 012ration of these trains shows 

a net income deficit of $443,648.oo, as disclosed by Exb.1.bit Bo. 131 
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for the Months of January to December 1 19551 incl.us! ve. It was 

f'mrlil:ler disclosed that the number of passengers carried for the 

Kmth of DeceDiber, 1955, amolmted to 6,ll4, and the interstate 

portion thereof amcnmted to 4,230 passengers, as disclosed by 

Exhibit No. 131 on Sheet No. 13 of said Exhibit. 

It was f'Drtber !Diicated that applicant will put an 

light, improved equf.pment, consistiJJg of two chair cars and two 

pnllm.ns -- one chair car and one Pnllnan going east, and the 

other going west. This Will ellm1nate c:hanglng cars at La Jmita 

for all interstate passengers. 

It was further disclosed that if Trains Nos. 223-102 

and 101-224 are discontinued, the mail and express now transported 

by these trains will thereafter be transported by Trains lfos. 

13-14.".> and llt-1-141 and by ma.ll tl"'..icks operated by the Express 

Company. In an:s event, service will be provided for the trans­

portation of mail and express, and applicant's witnesses contenled 

it will be an improved service. 

We have attempted to briefly suna.rize the testiJa.oD1' of 

the officials of the railroad. In addition, public witnesses 

appeared in s~ of the application. 

Lowe P. Siddons, Traffic Manager for Ho~ Sugar CCJll1l>&D1'1 

and a member of the Transportation Cammi ttee ot the Colorado Springs 

Chamber of Commerce, testified he was stipporting the application 

on behalf of Ho~ Sugar Caripany and Colorado Springs Chamber of 

Commerce. He said his Ccmnittee had investigated the application, 

and it was their opinion tl!at the service now proposed by appli­

cant would benefit Colorado SpriJJgs, as it WOUld give that cit7 

improved service to Chicago and points served b7 the Santa Fe 

Rail.road,; that his Committee also :felt that the service to Albu-

prque and points in the southwest -- especially to Southern 

california -- would also be improved. 

Ted Buckstein, representing the Pueblo Chamber of Com­

merce, agreed Yi.th the testi.mmly of Mr. Siddons, and testified in 
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s~ of the application. 

Dalla.a L. Cook, Director of Transportation of the 

Transportation Department of the Denwr Chamber of Commerce, 

stated he appeared in that capacity. He stated that Denver, 

for the past ten Je&l"B 1 has had a serious problem in its rail 

transportation of passengers to the south am. southwest. Ke 

felt that the nev service ottered by applicant would :f.Dl>rove 

service, and recommended that applicant mke further stuiies 

in an attempt to further iDq>rove rail passenger service to the 

south am. to the southwest. The witness emphasized that over­

night service to Albuquerque "is a must," but conclmed his 

testi.lrKmy by stating that the Denver Chamber of Commerce approves 

this application. 

Several representatives of the Brotherhoods appeared, 

and made statements as to their positions. Among those appearing 

were the following: w. E. Skinner, Pueblo, Colorado, of the 

Brotherhood. of Bail'WB.7 Trainmen,; R. R. Taylor, ot the Brotherhood 

of Rail'WB.J' Conductors, and Paul F. Potter, of the Brotherhood 

of Locomotive Engineers. 

From the record, as a whole, it is impossible to escape 

the conclusion that the operation of passenger service between 

Denver and Ia J\mta by applicant herein constitutes a serious 

financial b'Ul'den upon The Atchison, Topeka, and Santa l!'e Bail'WIQ' 

Ccmq>a.t11'• We must, therefore, weigh the operating economies of 

curtailing passenger service ae;ainst the public convenience and 

necessity of the communities a.tf'ected by the c'Ul"tailment. 

The record before us ir:dicates that the Chambers of 

Ccmnerce of the three largest comrrnmities -- that is, Denver, 

Pueblo, and Colorado Springs -- who are served by applicant, 

favor this curtailment, and ask f'or improved equipnent and 

better connections to the east and wist. In other words, the 

Chambers of Commerce of the three cities realize that the oper­

ation of two passenger trains a da7 each VB.1' between Denver and 
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I.a " u.n.ta is not econ o:m..i. .::a.1.1.y feasible . 

The most r egre ·table part of the situa tion before us 

is the fact t hat em:r;loyment will be decreased . But this is not 

of sufficient magni t crle to justi~· requiring applicant to continue 

operation of said trains . 

We do not be lieve :i.t advis able, at thi s t ime, to make 

any definite Findings as to the improved equ:Lpment and more direct 

connectio:-is of:fered by applicant :i beyond. the fa ··t that it should 

be sufficient to meet the needs of the traveling public,, and should 

be in accordance with the promises and agreements existing between 

applicant a.nd t he various interes ted Chambe:t's f Commerce. 

F INDIN C·S 

After car eful considerati n of the record, tie Commission 
,' 

-~ i.s of t he op:i.nion, and finds 11 that public convenience and necessity 

require the g-.canti.ng of the instant a:pplicati : for the reasons 

set forth. in our preceding Statement, which is incorporated herein, 

by re feren.:!e o 

ORDER 

TEE! COMMISSION ORDERS: 

Tbat 'J.'he Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Raihr-d.y Company 

should be , a.rid it hereby is, authorized t discontinue operation 

of its Passenger Trains Nos . 223~102 and 101-224p between Denver, 

Colorado, and I.a ;runta, Colorad.o. 

This Order shall become effective July 1.!' 1956. 

Dat ed at Denver.!' Colorado, 
this 11th a.a r of ,Tune J> 1956. 

ea. 

'l'F.E PUBLIC lJTILTIIES COMMISSION 
_....,..._.......,.:::::TE OF COLORADO 
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